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Specific Purposes of the Shariah: Reality and Importance
The Purposes of Worship as a Model

Dr. Hasan bin Abdul-Hamid Bukhari

Associate Professor, Department of Teaching Arabic Language - Institute for Teaching
Arabic to Speakers of Other Languages - Umm Al-Qura University
Email: haabukhari@uqu.edu.sa

Abstract: This study is an attempt to provide a contribution to the heritage of
classical Islamic scholars and contemporary academic research on the subject of the
reality, importance, and impact of the specific purposes of the shariah (Islamic Law).
It includes a general explanation of the issue of worship and the reasoning behind it,
an explanation of the importance of devotion of the heart, and examples of specific
purposes of ritual acts of worship. The most important purposes of worship are
mentioned and discussed, with a focus on the directed purposes of three types of acts
of worship: purity, prayer and supplication.

After the introduction, this study is divided in to three chapters.

The most prominent conclusions of this research are that: specific purposes of the
shariah are extensions and practical applications of its general purposes, knowledge of
them is a requirement for an Islamic jurist to be qualified to issue independent
verdicts, central to the foundations and applications of Islamic jurisprudence, and can
prevent the introduction of unwarranted innovations in to ritual worship. Studying
these purposes can increase awareness of the wisdoms of Islamic laws, analogous
reasoning should not be used as evidence for rules of worship, the general purpose of
all worship is to humble ourselves in devotion to Allah and it is by fulfillment of the
purposes of worship that the worshipper can achieve success.

Key words: purposes, worship, Law, shariah, Islamic jurisprudence.
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- Qaedah Al-Assl Fi Al-Ebadat Al-Manaa - Study and Verification: Dr. Muhammed
Hussein Al-Jizani, Dar Ibn Al-Jawzi, Dammam, 1st edition, 1431 AH.

- Qwaed Al-Ahkam Fi Msaleh Alanaam: Imam Abu Muhammad Izz al-Din
Abdulaziz bin Abd al-Salam al-Salami (660 AH), Al-Rayyan Foundation, Beirut,
(D.T.), 1410 AH.
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- Rooh almaany Fi Tafseer Al-Quraan Al-Azeem Wa Sabaa Al-Mathany: Shihab al-
Din Mahmoud al-Alousi (1270 AH), tuned by: Ali Abdel-Bari Attia, Dar Al-
Kutub Al-Alami, Beirut, 1st edition, 1415 AH.

- Sahih Al-Bukhari: Imam Abu Abdullah, Muhammad bin Ismail Al-Bukhari (256
AH), Dar Al-Maarefa, Beirut, 1st edition, 1425 AH.

- Sahih al-Jami" al-Saghir Wa Zeyadath: Sheikh Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani
(1421 AH), supervised by: Zuhair al-Shawish, the Islamic Office, Beirut, 3rd
edition, 1413 AH.

- Sahih Ibn Hibban, arranged by Ibn Balban Al-Farsi (739 AH): Imam Abu Hamat
Muhammad Ibn Hibban Al-Busti (354 AH), investigated by: Shoaib Al-Arnaout,
Al-Risala Foundation, Beirut, 2nd edition, 1414 AH.

- Sahih Muslim: Imam Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj al-Nisaburi (261 AH), Dar Al-
Maarefa, Beirut, 1st edition, 1425 AH.

- Selselh Al-Ahadeth Al-Zaefa Wa Al-Mawdoaa Wa Aterha Al-Sayi Ala Al-
Ommah: Sheikh Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani (1421 AH), Al-Maaref
Library, Riyadh, 1st edition, 1412 AH.

- Sharh Al-Kawkab Al-Muner: Muhammad bin Ahmed bin Abdulaziz Al-Fetouhi
Al-Hanbali, known as Ibn Al-Najjar (972 AH), investigated by: Muhammad Al-
Zuhaili, and Nazih Hammad, Al-Obeikan Library, Riyadh, 1st edition, 1413 AH.

- Sharh Mukhtsar Al-Rawdh: Najm al-Din Abu al-Rabi’ Sulayman ibn Abd al-Qawi
al-Tofi (716 AH), investigated by: Dr. Abdullah Al-Turki, Al-Resala Foundation,
Beirut, 2nd edition, 1419 AH.

- Shefaa Al-Aalil Fi Masael Al-Gaddaa Wa Al-Qader Wa Al-Hekmah Wa Al-
Taalil: Imam Shams al-Din Muhammad bin Abi Bakr Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah
(751 AH), investigated by: Omar al-Hafyan, Al-Obeikan Library, Riyadh, Ist
edition, 1420 AH.

- Sheffa Al-Ghaleel, Fi Byan Al-Shabh Wa Al-Mukhyel Wa Masalek Al-Taalil:
Imam Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali (505 AH), investigated by: d.
Hamad Al-Kubaisi, Al-Irshad Press, Baghdad, 1st edition, 1390 AH.

- Taalil alahkame: Muhammad Mustafa Shalabi, Al-Azhar Press, Egypt, (Dr. 1), in
1947 AD.

- Tafser Al Bagawi(Maalm Altanzeel): Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hussein bin
Masoud al-Baghawi (516 AH), investigated by: Khaled al-Mulla, Marwan Swar,
Dar al-Maarefah, Beirut, 1st edition, 1424 AH.

- Tafser Al Quraan Alazem: Imam Abu al-Fedaa Ismail bin Omar bin Kathir al-
Dimashqi (774 AH), investigated by: Prof. Hikmat bin Bashir bin Yasin, Dar Ibn
Al-Jawzi, 1st edition, 1436 AH.

- Tafser Al Qurtbi (Algamee Le Ahkam Alquraan: Imam Abu Abdullah
Muhammad bin Ahmed Al-Ansari Al-Qurtubi, Dar Al-Kutub Al-Alami, Beirut,
1st edition, 1408 AH.

- Tangeeh Al-Altahqeeq Fi Ahadeth Al-Taaleeq: Shams al-Din Muhammad bin
Ahmed al-Maqdisi, known as Ibn Abd al-Hadi (744 AH), investigated by: Sami Jad
Allah, Abdulaziz al-Khubani, Dar al-Salaf al-Salaf, Riyadh, 1st edition, 1428 AH.
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Tayser Al Karem Al Rahman Fi Tafser Kalam Al Manan (Tafser Alseedi): Sheikh
Abd al-Rahman bin Nasser al-Saadi, investigated by: Abd al-Rahman al-Luhagq,
Dar Ibn Hazm, Beirut, 1st edition, 1424 AH.

Al-motlea ala abwab Al-mognea: Muhammad ibn Abi Al-Fath Al-Baali (709 AH),
investigation: Mahmoud Al-Arnaout, Yassin Al-Khatib, Al-Sawadi Library, Saudi
Arabia, 1st edition, 1423 AH.

Zad Al-Maad fi Kayr Alebad: Imam Shams al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin
Abi Bakr al-Zara’i al-Dimashqi, known as Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, (751 AH).
investigated by: Shoaib Al-Arna'oot, Abdul Qadir Al-Arnaout, Al-Resala
Foundation Beirut, 26th edition, 1412 AH.
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